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of the Crown, a step perhaps involving the
existence  of the  monarchy,  which   (in Mr.
Burke's phrase) would be the last resort of the
thinking and the good.    All this is perfectly
well known.    Government after Government
has been warned, twenty-one years have passed
since the Parliament Act, and yet nothing has
been done.    Ephemeral problems have been
allowed precedence, there has been tepidity and
uncertainty of counsel, with a blind attachment
to the existing order,  and, I fear,  in some
degree to privilege and place.   I have noticed
in some a superstitious faith in the ability of the
Ship of State to right itself in any storm, while
others see nothing but the possible dangers of a
new departure, as if there were not the gravest
risks in the policy of drift that has so long
prevailed.     The   question   was   grossly   mis-
handled by the last Conservative Government
(the worst page of a good record), and if the
present Government does not solve it they will
deserve the worst that can come to them.   I
will add only that I do not believe that it will be
possible to construct a Second Chamber with
adequate powers except, in the main, on the
elective principle, which, however, should be
applied at times different to the elections of the
Commons, and also by different methods and
to some extent by different electors.
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